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PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL OF THE RULE 
SUBMITTED BY THE ENVIRON-
MENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
RELATING TO ‘‘OIL AND NAT-
URAL GAS SECTOR: EMISSION 
STANDARDS FOR NEW, RECON-
STRUCTED, AND MODIFIED 
SOURCES REVIEW’’ 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, June 25, 2021 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
imperative that we work together to reduce 
harmful methane pollution as soon as pos-
sible. That is why I strongly support S.J. Res. 
14 which will get America back on track in 
controlling methane pollution and leaks. 

Methane is a highly potent gas that, pound 
for pound, traps more than 80 times as much 
heat on our planet in the short term as carbon 
dioxide. Plugging methane pollution leaks is 
good for our public health, as it can reduce 
the risk of asthma, heart attacks, and pre-
mature deaths. Reducing methane pollution is 
good for the climate, it’s good for business, 
and it will create thousands and thousands of 
jobs across America. That’s why there is 
broad consensus from energy companies, 
local communities, the tourism industry, labor 
groups, environmental organizations, environ-
mental justice leaders, and faith leaders on 
methane pollution control. 

In fact, in 2019, when my Select Committee 
on the Climate Crisis was doing our broad out-
reach to develop recommendations for solving 
the climate crisis, this was an area where we 
reached broad consensus, as a wide range of 
stakeholders and scientists told us reducing 
methane pollution would be needed to help 
save our planet. 

Adopting today’s resolution will restore com-
mon-sense safeguards to limit methane pollu-
tion from oil and gas production, as we re-
verse the Trump Administration’s misguided 
efforts that stopped them. Restoring these 
safeguards is one of the recommendations we 
included in the Select Committee’s Climate 
Crisis Action Plan. It’s a modest and straight-
forward step in the right direction, but it’s a 
very important one. 

Controlling dangerous methane pollution 
has broad support. A recent Morning Consult 
poll found that an overwhelming majority of 
Americans—including 81 percent of Repub-
licans—support congressional actions requir-
ing oil and gas companies to regulate, check 
for, and fix methane leaks. 

And it is more important now than ever. This 
year, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration announced that, despite the 
COVID–19 pandemic and the various shut-
downs around the globe, carbon dioxide and 
methane emissions surged in 2020, including 
the largest increase in methane emissions re-
corded since record-keeping began nearly four 
decades ago. 

Furthermore, we know that fossil fuels are 
playing an outsized role in this crisis. Accord-
ing to an analysis published by scientists from 
NASA and Stanford last year, fossil fuel-re-
lated methane emissions in the United States 
contributed approximately 80 percent of the 
total increase of methane for North America 
from 2006 to 2017. Stopping methane and 
other pollution from oil and gas production is 
an important step in solving the climate crisis. 
Even major oil companies—from BP America 
to Shell to ExxonMobil—support federal regu-
lation of methane pollution. Building on the ex-
amples of Colorado, Wyoming and Ohio, a na-
tionwide standard is critical to protect—Ameri-
cans everywhere from harmful air pollution 
stemming from oil and gas production. 

Let’s be clear: We must cut methane pollu-
tion to prevent catastrophic climate change. 
Today we have the opportunity to move in that 
direction by supporting this resolution. This an 
important step, and it is the least we can do. 
I want to thank my good friends Congress-
woman DEGETTE and Congressman PETERS 
for their outspoken advocacy on this matter, 
and I look forward to working with my col-
leagues and the Biden Administration to build 
on this progress. 
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IN HONOR OF THE LIFE OF BRIGA-
DIER GENERAL ROBERT RAISCH 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 28, 2021 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Brigadier General 
Robert Raisch of Lathrup Village, Michigan. 
His lifetime of service to both Michigan and 
our country is worthy of commendation. 

General Raisch was born December 8, 
1929 in Detroit, Michigan. Following his grad-
uation from Cranbrook High School, he at-
tended Duke University where he majored in 
mechanical engineering. In 1951, Raisch was 
commissioned into the United States Marine 
Corps Reserve and began pilot training in 
preparation for service in the Korean War. 
While assigned to Marine Fighting Squadron 
224 during the conflict, Raisch flew the F–9F 
‘‘Panther’’ alongside fellow marines John 
Glenn and Ted Williams. For his heroism, 
Raisch was awarded two Distinguished Flying 
Crosses. In 1965, Raisch entered the ready 
reserve and held several key positions across 
the state of Michigan including Commander, 
Selfridge Air National Guard Base (SANGB) in 
Harrison Township. He retired in 1980 after 
nearly three decades in uniform and founded 
the Supersine Company, a sign manufacturing 
business that he would operate for more than 
fifty years. 

As a Detroiter, Raisch was active in his 
community—mounting the Spirit of Detroit stat-
ue, serving as a Distinguished Clown in the 
Thanksgiving Parade (a role he would also 
take on in the Macy’s Day Parade in New 

York City), and supporting numerous charities. 
His love of animals inspired him to create the 
Restore the Horse Foundation, which played a 
key role in re-establishing the Detroit Mounted 
Police. Raisch was a true Michigander and a 
proud summer resident of Mackinac Island 
where he directed local plays and took part in 
countless community events. Beloved by his 
family, Raisch would always point to his chil-
dren Robert, Elizabeth, Laura, and Julie as his 
greatest achievements and his wife Susan of 
67 years as his greatest love. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life of Brigadier General 
Robert Raisch. He was a bright and shining 
light in our community and all who knew him 
can attest to his selflessness, patriotism, and 
unwavering wit. Our thoughts are with his fam-
ily at this time. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NAVAL SUB-
MARINE MEDICAL RESEARCH 
LABORATORY 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 28, 2021 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the 75th anniversary of 
the Naval Submarine Medical Research Lab-
oratory, which occurred on Friday, June 25, 
2021. Located at the Naval Submarine Base 
New London in Groton, Connecticut, the re-
search center has served Connecticut’s sec-
ond district, the region, and the nation as a 
hub of excellence, ensuring the readiness and 
primacy of the United States’ undersea deter-
rence efforts by way of cutting edge health 
and performance research. 

Although Friday’s date marks the official 
date of the Naval Submarine Medical Re-
search Laboratory’s 75th anniversary, the Re-
search Laboratory’s origins date back to as 
early as 1942 when it was created as an arm 
of the Naval Submarine Base New London 
Dispensary. During the earliest stages of 
America’s direct involvement in the Second 
World War, when our nation’s submarine force 
was put to one of its greatest tests, the center 
was created to provide answers to problems in 
communications, vision, personnel, selection, 
and environmental medicine resulting from 
wartime demands. The success of the Re-
search Laboratory was evident from its earliest 
beginnings when in March 1944 it separated 
from the dispensary and became the inde-
pendent Medical Research Department of the 
Submarine Base. Throughout the remainder of 
World War II, this department became respon-
sible for the organization, development and 
operation of numerous training programs, in-
cluding the school for Pharmacist Mates enter-
ing the submarine service, the Lookout Train-
ing School, the Voice Communication School, 
and the school for Second Class Divers. 

By June 1946, with the full conclusion of the 
War, the Research Laboratory formally gained 
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